
Mental Health Law

Protecting your legal rights is 
even more challenging if you are 
dealing with Mental Health issues.

Mental Health
Our specialist department assists those suffering from mental health problems who are being compulsorily detained under the Mental Health Act 1983. 

We also help the family and loved ones of those affected.

Child Care Law
Our Solicitors specialise in dealing with Local Authority applications to 
remove children; Discharge of Care Orders; Child Protection Conferences; 
Emergency Protection; Secure Accommodation and Child Protection 
(Police and Social Services); Adoption; Guardianship & Surrogacy and all 
child – related matters. 

Community Care 
The team ensures that adults, children and carers have access to 

community care services from Local and Health Authorities, including 

housing and financial support under community care legislation.

Conveyancing
We use the most up to date technology to deliver an efficient and cost 

effective service. 

Crime 
Our Crime Department are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,  

365 days a year on 07920 077 057.

Debt & Insolvency
We can assist in all debt, bankruptcy and liquidation matters.

Employment 
We act for both employers and employees in connection with all aspects 

of the employment relationship, including drafting employment contracts 

as well as procedure manuals. We also represent clients in Employment 

Tribunal claims relating to dismissals and discrimination claims. 

Family & Divorce 
We advise on all aspects of family law. We advise on pre-nuptial 

agreements, divorce and civil dissolution matters, as well as  

complex ancillary relief cases. We frequently advise on cases which  

have an international element, including obtaining forced marriage 

protection orders. 

Housing 
Specialising in homelessness, disrepair, attending courts for Possession 

Proceedings, harassment, housing benefit issues and much more. 

Immigration and Managed Migration

 

Our extensive knowledge and vast experience in general immigration, 
business immigration and asylum law is second to none. 

Litigation

 

Our expert litigation lawyers can act for you in connection with all types 

 

of legal dispute. We offer flexible funding arrangements including “no win, 

no fee” agreements. 

Mental Health
Our specialist department assists those suffering from mental health 

problems who are being compulsorily detained under the Mental Health 

Act 1983. We also help the family and loved ones of those affected.

Personal Injury 
If you have been injured in any kind of accident in the street, in your 

car or at work, we have expert solicitors who can pursue a claim for 

compensation on your behalf, on a “no win, no fee” basis. 

Public Law
The decisions of public bodies, where there is no other right of appeal, 

can be challenged by judicial review. We have experience in all aspects  

of judicial review in County and High Courts, the Court of Appeal, and

the Supreme Court. 

Welfare Benefits 
We are able to assess those who are unsure if they are receiving the 

correct benefits or are having problems getting the benefits to which  

they are entitled. 

Wills and Probate 
We specialise in the drafting of Wills to help you make proper provision 

for your loved ones in the event of your death. We also act to obtain 

“Probate” to help you carry out the wishes of someone you have lost.

Whatever the area of law where you need help, you will find a committed Duncan Lewis 
lawyer to guide you through. With 17 departments and 400 staff sharing 65 nationalities,  
we have the specialist expertise to ensure you get the best possible legal advice.

400 staff, 17 departments, 9 Legal Services Commission 
franchises: we have the expertise you need.

You can find more information about our Mental Health team and the services they provide,  
by contacting us directly on our telephone number 0203 114 1124 / 020 7923 4020 or by  
visiting our website at www.duncanlewis.com

 

A Legal 500 Firm

A Legal 500 Firm

Prison Law
Prison Law looks after the rights of prisoners. Here at Duncan Lewis 
we appreciate the emotional distress caused to you and your family
during such time.

www.duncanlewis.com
Email: mentalhealth@duncanlewis.com

Mental Health Helpline: 0203 114 1124 
24hr Emergency
Crime: 07920 077057
Domestic Violence: 07920 077054

Legal Aid Specialists

Also in Birmingham, Islington, Romford, Slough, Southall, Watford and London (EC2).



Mental Health

You can find more information about our Mental Health team and the services they provide,  
by contacting us directly on our telephone number 020 7923 4020 or by visiting our website  
at www.duncanlewis.com

Protecting legal rights is even more 
challenging when dealing with Mental 
Health Issues. 

The Mental Health department, led by 
Mental Health Panel Members, is proud of 
the level of care we give to our clients and 
their families. The team's dedication to 
improving the quality of life for their clients 
is matched only by their expert knowledge 
in this area.

The department is concerned about the 
individual rights and liberties of those being 
detained and will endeavour to exercise 
patients' legal rights and advise them while 
in hospital detention, including scrutinising 
all forms of medical treatment.

Persons detained under the Mental Health 
Act are eligible for free legal advice and 
assistance. It may also be possible for a 
relative of someone detained to be eligible 
for financial assistance.

Services

Duncan Lewis can assist you in the 
following areas:

Mental Health Law is highly specialised 
and an area in which Duncan Lewis has 
operated a successful department for 
several years. Indeed, we are the largest 
provider of Mental Health, publicly funded 
services in the UK.

We assist those suffering from mental 
health problems, who are being 
compulsorily detained under the Mental 
Health Act 1983.

Our team can arrange appointments at any 
hospital at short notice and while  based in 
London, we routinely assist clients at 
locations across the country as we have 
been provided a contract by the Legal 
Services Commission to provide advice 
and assistance in the Mental Health 
category nationwide including Wales. 
Please contact us on 0203 114 1124 to 
speak to a specialist.

•  Advising and assisting in all areas of  
    Mental Health, including admission to 
    hospital, consent to treatment,  
    Supervised Community Treatment 
    Orders and aftercare provisions

•  Representation at  First-tier Tribunals 
    (Mental Health) in applications for 
    discharge and seeking 
    recommendations in relation to transfer 
    and leave

•  Provision of advice and assistance 
    at Hospital Managers Hearings and 
    Renewal Hearings

•  Representing nearest relatives in 
    displacement proceedings before the 
    County Courts

•  Challenging Decisions of the First-tier 
    Tribunals at the Upper Tier Tribunal 

•  Challenging decision of Primary Care 
    Trusts by way of Judicial Review 
    Proceedings

•  Commissioning independent experts in 
    the field of psychiatry, psychology, 
    social circumstances & nursing

•  Advising on the legality of detention 
   and assistance with challenging the 
   detaining authority where there is any 
   ambiguity in this respect

•  Advising and assisting detained 
   Children and Young People.

•  Advising in relation to appropriateness  
   of treatment 

•  Attending Section 117/Care 
    Programme Approach meetings

•  Advising and assisting client's seeking 
    transfer from prison to hospital for 
    psychiatric treatment

•  Advising clients involved in criminal 
   proceedings in relation to disposals 
   under the Mental Health Act 1983 (as 
   amended)

Why choose
Duncan Lewis?

With 17 departments  
and 400 staff sharing  
65 nationalities, we have  
the specialist you need. 

Size isn't everything. Indeed you could 
be worried that a large law firm will be 
impersonal and won't give your case 
the attention it deserves.

Fortunately at Duncan Lewis our size 
means that you actually receive a more 
personal service. That's because our 
staff are able to specialise in a particular 
sub area of law. They can use their 
specialist knowledge and expertise to 
work effectively on your behalf.  

Our size also means that we are well
-resourced, and through economies of 
scale very efficient. As a predominantly 
publicly funded (legal aid) practice, that 
means that despite the constraints of 
legal aid funding, you receive very high 
quality advice and representation.

Indeed we are the largest legal aid civil 
practice in the country, as well as 
offering a very high quality and 
cost-effective service to privately-
paying clients.

 

The expertise to give 

 

you the best chance

The quality of our work is repeatedly 
demonstrated by the very high 
success rates achieved in cases 
that we take on.

 

We have achieved Quality Mark 
accreditation for Lexcel (the Law 
Society's quality mark) and Investors 
in People. This means our staff 
receive the highest quality training 
which enables us to maintain our 
excellent reputation and high standards.

We have also been awarded 9 
franchises by the Legal Services 
Commission and have been awarded 
Category 1 status in many areas. 
A majority of our Solicitors are Law 
Society Panel Members.

In addition to our deep understanding 
of the law, we have also helped create 
new law. We have more Reported 
Cases than any other Legal Aid firm in 
the country, and some of those cases 
have fundamentally changed legal 
interpretations and how some laws work.

A number of our departments boast
a Legal 500 listing, this is an illustration
not only of our expertise but also our 
influence throughout the profession.

Commitment to every case

The legal system can be very intimi-
dating for anyone, but particularly if 
you are up against a large organi-
sation like a government depart-
ment. Duncan Lewis is here to be 
your voice and your advisor, to make 
the strongest case on your behalf.

In many cases, we can provide legal 
advice assistance, which is free to 
you. This covers the most straightfor-
ward applications, but also includes 
complex cases in the High Court, 
Appeal Court and Supreme Court, 
which would otherwise cost many 
thousands of pounds. We strive to 
make our services as accessible as 
possible to everyone, conducting 
numerous outreach advice surgeries 
and also taking on some cases on a 
pro bono basis, where legal aid is not 
available. We also have access to 
over 400 interpreters covering over 
40 languages ranging from Amharic 
through to Zulu. We consistently 
strive to provide high levels of legal 
advice and service to all those 
in desperate need of our help.


